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Action Teaching 

 Action teaching is about turning 
learning into a live experience  

 According to Plous what 
distinguishes action teaching 
from other mere activity-based 
education, is its contribution to a 
more just, compassionate and 
peaceful world. 

  - Scott Plous (2000)    

+

PLANNING 

 “Transformational learning 
involves experiencing a deep 
structural shift in the basic 
premise of thought, feeling and 
action. It is a shift of 
consciousness that dramatically 
and permanently alters our way 
of being in the world” 

- O’Sullivan et al, 2002, p. xvii.  Transformational Learning 
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Reflection in Action 

 I love this concept of community 
engaging government, not 
government engaging community. 
This is what I would love to see the 
Cartel have the capacity to do.  

 I don’t want some government 
official or consultant planning for 
what is in the best interest of the 
Brisbane skateboard community. 

 I would like to see the skaters of 
Brisbane be mature enough and in a 
position where they can create a 
vision of skateboarding in Brisbane 
and drive its implementation. 
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Learning as  
ethical engagement 

  “Our activities are about reclaiming 
space for citizens to reconnect with each 
other as human beings, and as citizens who 
have mutual areas of interest and concern.  

  We are not just consumers, voters, 
employees, parents, students etc. We are 
multi-faceted people with ideas, 
knowledge and opinions about how the 
society we want to live in and the spaces 
we want to inhabit.  

  We want to live in a society which values 
active democratic engagement and 
provides ample space for people to 
connect and enact their citizenship, 
whether this be through discussion and the 
expression of ideas or more concrete 
actions around a particular area of passion. 
“ 
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REFLECTING 

I could end here 
But this would be only telling half 

the story 

+ “I would have liked discussions about the 
readings. It ensures we do the readings also!” 

”I think the [full-day] workshops were long-
winded, with a lot of the activities a distraction. 
The fluidness of the  assessment weighting and 
the changes throughout the semester made it feel 
more like an  experiment than a course” 

“Having the assessment clearly set out at the start 
of semester is the least I would expect as a 
consumer of this course” 

- Feedback from course evaluation – added 
emphasis 
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“Higher education is 
preparing students 
for a life of 
consumption by 
obtaining a well-
paid job: a mission of 
confirmation rather 
than transformation.” 

Molesworth et al, 2009.  



8/22/10 

4 

+

“How can we in 
good 
consciousness 
force others to 
potentially 
disrupt their 
lives?” 

- King, 2005, p. xv 

+
“Love and Fear” by Michael Leunig 

 There are only two feelings, 
 Love and fear: 
There are only two languages,                     
 Love and fear: 
There are only two activities,                                   
 Love and fear: 
There are only two motives, two 
procedures, 
two frameworks,                          
two results,                                           
 Love and fear, 
 Love and fear.  


